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INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR GARDEN RATES 2016-17 

 
This booklet aims to provide you with information about your CEPC Garden Rates for the 
coming year. Your Garden Rates pay for the care and maintenance of the Park Crescent 
garden and also for any additional works such as the painting and refurbishment of gates 
and railings. Park Crescent garden is self-supporting and receives no services or subsidy 
from The Royal Parks or Westminster City Council.  
 

As the custodian of Park Crescent garden, the CEPC aims to preserve as much as possible 
of its historic character at the same time as providing a tranquil and inviting amenity for 
residents and those who work in the buildings surrounding the garden. All Park Crescent 
garden ratepayers have access by electronic key fob to the garden. 
 

The CEPC is independent of Westminster City Council, Royal Parks and the Crown Estate. 
It is run by its own Board of Commissioners, all are unpaid, the majority living or working 
around Regent’s Park.  
 

 

CEPC GARDEN RATES – HOW ARE THEY CALCULATED? 

To calculate how the garden’s costs are to be distributed via rates across the properties 
in Park Crescent, the CEPC determines a rental value for every property each year. For 
many years the CEPC relied on the HMRC Valuation Office for its valuations of business 
properties, but from 2014 onwards the CEPC decided it would carry out its own annual 
valuations. As a result, your CEPC property valuation will be adjusted each year where 
that is required to reflect changes in the rental market. 
 

This will mean that ratepayers will see small annual changes in their Garden Rate bills 
resulting from property revaluation, rather than potentially larger fluctuations every 5  
years. The CEPC believes this smoothing out of changes to rate demands will be a benefit 
to ratepayers. It is important to remember that revaluation does not affect the overall 
income received by the CEPC, only the proportion of income received from each 
property. 
 

For businesses, the CEPC valuation may vary from the one set by Westminster City 
Council for Business Rates. This is because the valuation date will be different and the 
CEPC’s opinion of your property’s value may also vary from that used for Business Rates. 
However, the CEPC’s valuation will be based on the same definition of rateable value as 
used for Business Rates.  
 



In setting the Garden Rate, the CEPC estimates the cost of providing gardeners and 
maintenance for the garden and then calculates the contribution needed from each 
property towards meeting those costs, based on the rateable value of the property. This 
results in the Garden Rate multiplier (expressed in pence/£) and is the same for all 
properties. Each rate contribution is calculated by multiplying the Garden Rate multiplier 
by the rateable value.  
 

WHAT YOUR RATE BILL SHOWS FOR 2016-17 

Your Garden Rates are charged in two equal parts each year, in April and October. The 
bill shows the rates split over two lines. The first line shows the part of the rate due for 
routine maintenance of your garden. The maintenance element of the rate could 
normally be expected to remain at a similar level year-on-year, except for the influence 
of annual inflation on costs. The second line shows the rate portion due for additional 
refurbishment works. This line only appears on your bill when refurbishment works are 
planned or are in progress.  
 

This year the rate for routine maintenance work is 0.449p/£, and the rate for 
refurbishments at 0.418p/£, giving a total garden rate multiplier of 0.867p/£ and 
resulting in an average rise in garden rate for most domestic properties of approximately 
6% when compared to last year. An example of a garden rate bill is set out below.  
  

Rate Details Yearly Value Rate Amount Due 

50 Park Crescent, Regent's Park, W1 
 

Garden Rate - Maintenance £71,000 0.449 p/£ £159.40 

Garden Rate - Refurbishment  £71,000 0.418 p/£ £148.39 

  Amount due: £307.79 

 

It should be remembered that all the funding generated from the CEPC’s Garden Rates 
and event licences is retained for expenditure only on Park Crescent garden and does not 
cross-subsidise any other garden. 
 

CHANGES IN PARK CRESCENT 

Over the last two years there has been a great deal of change to the properties forming 
Park Crescent. On the east side, a major refurbishment programme has replaced 
commercial premises with new residential units and the residents of these properties are 
only now starting to take up their new homes. On the west side, much of the frontage of 
the Crescent is being completely demolished and will be rebuilt over the next few years, 
but returning all the accommodation to residential occupation.  
 

These changes to the ratepayer composition surrounding the garden are likely to have an 
impact on the garden’s maintenance needs and how it should be regulated.  A significant 
number of the new residential ratepayers may also be new to this part of London and 
may bring different pressures and expectations to bear on how the garden is used.   
 



In the meantime, the CEPC will be progressing with its garden refurbishment plans. It will 
begin with work to renew the garden’s path network during the coming year, with the 
aim of giving better all-year-round path usability. Further planting to restore the privacy 
screen around the garden’s perimeter will take place, and permission will be sought for 
the addition of the new pedestrian access gate to be installed in the north east corner.  
 

Investigations are also being undertaken into repairing the collapsed sewers under the 
Marylebone Road which serve the toilet lodge in the north eastern corner of the garden. 
If repairs are shown to be possible, this facility will be refurbished and brought back into 
service for use by garden visitors.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

CONTACTING THE CEPC 

If you would like to know more about the CEPC, its services or your rates bill please 
contact the CEPC on 020 7935 8049 or info@cepc.org.uk or visit us at 12 Park Square 
East or www.cepc.org.uk. 
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